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27th Keweenaw Bay Maawanji’iding 

Susan LaFernier, KBIC Tribal President, welcomes dancers, drummers, 
and spectators to the 2005 Maawanji’iding held on the Keweenaw 
Bay Indian Community Reservation July 22, 23 and 24, 2005.  Ted 
Holappa, MC, also present in the picture.  [picture provided by Stan 
Spruce). 

KBIC honored elders - (left to right) Amos Whetung, William 
Seppanen Sr. on behalf of Eleanor Seppanen, and Lillian Ver-
banac.  Beans Tyosh (also honored elder) was not present for 
picture.  [picture provided by Stan Spruce]   

     President LaFernier addressed at the August 6, 2005 
Council meeting, “I hope everyone enjoyed the great 
weekend of our 27th Annual Keweenaw Bay Powwow on 
July 22-24, 2005 that honored our brothers and sisters 
currently serving in the Armed forces and to recognize 
and honor those who never made it home.  I gave the 
welcome on Friday night and enjoyed the Princess coro-
nation where Brittanee Gauthier was crowned.  Con-
gratulations also to our honored elders: Eleanor Sep-
panen, Beans Tyosh, Lillian Verbanac and Amos 
Whetung.”    

Two members of 
the KBIC Color 
Guard - (left) Alan 
Gau th ie r  and 
(right) Don Carlson.   
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KBIC DEEPLY SADDENED BY RECENT DEATH OF FRIEND - DENISE MARTH 

     Events - Grandparents Week, beginning Sep-
tember 5th.  The Library is encouraging grandpar-
ents to bring their grandchildren to the library and 
read to them - or have your grandchild read to you!  
Grandparents day is Sunday, September 11, 2005. 
     Don’t Forget - The reading program READING 
BUDDIES (for ages 3-5) is held two times a month @ 

5:30 pm.  Parents need to stay with their child.  This program 
consists of listening to stories, doing an age appropriate art pro-
jects, playing a game, etc.  Save these dates:  August 24th, Sep-
tember 7th & 21st, October 5th & 19th, November 2nd, 16th, & 
20th, December 14th & 28th. 
     The Library has been adding many new books to all of its 
collections.  Soon children will be able to check out books with 
tape or CD and videos.  
     We have a new cataloging and circulation system, called 
SIRSI.  The Library Director has two different training sessions.  
Most public libraries in the UP are part of this new system. 
 

News from Ojibwa Community Library 

The Final Flight - In Loving Memory of Denise Marth 
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free. 

I’m following the path God laid for me. 
I took his hand when I heard his call, 

I turned my back and left it all. 

I could not stay another day, 
To laugh, to love, to work, to play. 

Tasks left undone must stay that way. 
I’ve found that peace at the end of the day. 

If my parting has left a void, 
Then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
Ah, yes, these things too I will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow. 
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 
My Life’s been full, I savored much, 

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch. 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 
Lift up your heart and share with me. 
God wanted me now, he set me free. 

Author unknown. 

 
In Loving Memory of Denise Marth,  
Who Walked On, August 2, 2005. 

 
She will be deeply missed by all  

whose lives she touched. 

     “Contact denisemarth@hotmail.com... for more information contact Denise Marth at 353-4536.”  
Throughout the past decade or so, news releases, posters, flyers have existed and contained the strong com-
munity based efforts of Denise Marth in some form or fashion to bring education to our community or just to 
make Baraga County a much better place to live.  Now, KBIC is deeply saddened by the recent death of 
our friend Denise Marth, who passed away on August 2, 2005 from injuries incurred from an automobile 
accident on July 30, 2005.   
     Denise Marth was employed as Special Projects Coordinator for KBIC’s Department of Health & Human 
Services.  Denise helped numerous individuals in bereavement, diabetes, tobacco cessation, exercise educa-
tion, youth social skills building, elder programs, and community coalition.  She promoted ”laughter is the 
best medicine.”                                 
     Denise, 53, of Pelkie, graduated from NMU with a Master’s Degree in Nursing.  She was born in Cleve-
land, Ohio on July 21, 1952, daughter of Robert and Rose (Elkavich) Newark.  She is survived by her loving 
husband Peter, mother Rose, and two brothers.  Her father preceded her in death.  A private family cele-
bration of her life was held on August 6, 2005.  There were no public services.  Memorial contributions for 
Denise may be directed to Baraga County Shelter Home, Trout-Unlimited, Baraga County Community Foun-
dation, Coalition of Grief & Bereavement, Ojibwa Community College, Destiny Grant - Diabetes Education 
& Prevention—in care of Reid Funeral Service & Chapel, P.O. Box 81, L’Anse, MI  49946.  Reid Funeral Ser-
vice assisted the family with arrangements. 
 
  .         
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Tribal Council Meeting—August 6th, 2005 

The regularly scheduled Saturday Tribal Council meeting was held on 
August 6, 2005.    Susan LaFernier presided over the meeting with Warren 
C. Swartz Jr., Larry J. Denomie III, Gary Loonsfoot Sr., Jennifer Misegan, 
Fred Dakota, William E. Emery, Michael F. LaFernier Sr., Elizabeth D. Mayo, 
Toni Minton and Shawanung present. 
     Susan LaFernier shared a number of Thank You letters with those who 
were present.  President LaFernier spoke of the tragic loss our community is 
enduring with the recent death of Denise Marth.  A moment of silence fol-
lowed.  In the President’s Report, Susan LaFernier spoke of numerous activi-
ties that she encountered throughout the month of July.  On July 13-14, she 
along with Warren C. Swartz Jr. , Larry Denomie, Doreen Blaker, Mike 
LaFernier, and Mr. Baker attended the Cigarette Case Summary Judgment 
Hearing in Grand Rapids, MI before Judge Bell, where the State and KB 
have summary judgment motions regarding five counts.  President LaFernier 
informed those present, “If the judge denies both sides of their motions, this 
case will go to trial.  Our attorneys did a great job in their presentation of 
facts and we are expecting a decision before September.  The State of MI 
has also filed an appeal on our property tax decision with the 6th Circuit 
Court and the State also filed an appeal on the automobile tax refund deci-
sion with the Court of Appeals which response briefs have been prepared.”  
On July 26th, she attended a meeting with Todd Warner, Mike Sladewski, 
Jesse Luttenton, Bruce Peterson and our new NRCS State Conservationist John 
(Jack) Bricker.  Ms. LaFernier stated, “We gave him an update of our various 
projects, needs and he later toured our Sand Pointe area.”  President 
LaFernier informed all present, “I am very pleased to announce that on July 
29, 2005 the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community finalized the purchase of 
the Super 8 Motel located directly across M38 from our Ojibwa Casino in 
Baraga.  The forty-room motel purchased from Mike Lahti of Houghton will 
be managed by the current management team of the Ojibwa Motel.  Thank 
you John Baker, Jason Ayres and Gerald Hays for your work on this pur-
chase.  If you recall, last month I read a portion of a press release from June 
27, 2005 issued by the Grand Traverse Band where they announced that 
four Michigan Indian Tribes have agreed to move forward with an off-
reservation gaming project in Romulus, Michigan.  This project was approved 
by the Keweenaw Bay Tribal Council by Resolution on February 23, 2005.  
On July 21, 2005, the Tribal Council decided to withdraw its’ approval of 
the support for the concept of the Inter-Tribal Casino.  We will be concen-
trating our efforts on the pending transfer of the Marquette Casino from 
Chocolay Township to Negaunee Township, and at this time I am pleased to 
say that the information that was required was sent yesterday to our firm 
that will be completing the 2-part application.  I will keep you informed on 
the progress of this application. ”  On a final note, Susan LaFernier added, “I 
am saddened when I read the names of all of our tribal members who have 
walked on since the last Powwow, which totaled 29 members.  Please con-
tinue to keep the families of James Cote, George Selden, Harold Shelafoe 
and Denise Marth, and all those who have lost loved ones or are ill in your 
prayers.”        

Larry J. Denomie III reported on the Tribal Council meetings held through-
out the month of July in the Secretary’s report.   Items of importance noted 
that the Council held two gaming hearings in closed session; met with Francis 
LaPointe regarding a contract; reviewed the Casino Employee Handbook 
and met with John Baker; approved the Stetson & Jordan Special Counsel 
Contract; approved the Agilysis contract; upheld a termination of a gaming 
employee; approved removal of a suspension and reinstatement of em-
ployee and authorized having the CEO screen grievances to ensure they 

comply with policies and procedures; approved two special deer tags re-
quests - one for William Jondreau for 2 tags for a family reunion and one 
for Jeff Owens for Jim Cote’s funeral; authorized use of the headstone fund 
to be used for funeral expenses; approved a motion to create Tribal law 
that requires all sex offenders to register with the Tribe pursuant to Federal 
Law; met with John Bussey regarding licensing fees; waived the $10 gaming 
license fee; eliminated the license cards worn by employees; approved 
$2452.50 for Don Carlson, John Jacker and Virgil Loonsfoot to attend the 
Western Mining Conference; approved $2070 with a 15% contingency to 
OSI for disposal of four 55-gallon drums of fiberglass Resin at the old Tub-
craft bldg.; authorized release of information to US EPA regarding pro-
posed Brownfield sites; approved opusWeb.com for website design for the 
Casino; approved $6120 to Coleman Engineering for Borings on Old US 41 
I.H.S. project; approved Resolution KB1415-2005 for CSBG Grant; ap-
proved Resolutions KB1416, KB1417 and KB1419 residential leases for 
Robin Gauthier, Deanna Hadden and Jim Cadeau respectively; tabled a 
Bruce Banuchie lease modification; approved $500 to Keenan Quaderer for 
fiddle lessons; approved a raffle license to Whitetails, Inc.; held a confer-
ence call with Skip Dorocher; met with Keith Tourtillot regarding a personnel 
issue; met with John Baker, Gerald Hays and Todd Warner regarding the 
Super 8 purchase; met with President LaFernier on three issues; and mo-
tioned to withdraw its involvement in the Inter-Tribal Casino. Larry Denomie 
III also informed those present, “that, Chris Swartz and he attended the Na-
tional Indian Gaming Associations Summer legislative Summit held in Wash-
ington D.C.  The main focus of the meeting regarded Off-Reservation Gam-
ing and legislation aimed at opening up the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act.  
Congressman Richard Pombo of California has introduced draft legislation 
that has sparked oversight hearings and would amend the IGRA section 20 
process on acquiring land into trust for gaming purposes.  This, as you are 
aware, is the process we are in for the Marquette Facility.  Only July 27, 
2005, he and Mr. Baker attended a Senate Committee on Indian Affairs 
Oversight Hearing on Lands eligible for gaming pursuant to IGRA.  Chair-
man Senator McCain heard witness testimony from Senators Voinovich and 
Vitter who are in favor of some form of amendments to the act.  Acting Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary of the Interior, George Skabine, testified as well.  He 
for the most part placed ease on those in attendance that Tribes are very 
much so operating within the act and that the Interior at this time has a han-
dle on requests for off reservation gaming.  He did leave the thought that 
future problems could arise.   Penny Coleman, Acting General Counsel for 
the NIGC testified that they too are confident that Indian Gaming is con-
trolled.  One issue she did raise regarded the lack of resources allocated to 
the commission.  Four Tribal representatives testified as well.  They spoke 
mostly of their tribes own issues and problems relating to acquiring land to 
trust for gaming purposes.  All four lobbied leaving IGRA as is.  It appears 
that sometime, possibly next month, either senator McCain or Congressman 
Pombo, or both, will introduce some form of legislation amending IGRA and 
we will definitely need to keep on top of this issue.”           

Gail Eilola, Baraga County Airport Committee and Paul R. Strege of 
Mead & Hunt addressed the Council for funding assistance with the Baraga 
County Airport Project.  A detailed update on project history/background 
was offered, via power-point presentation.  The project schedule allots possi-
ble completion of construction in the fall of 2008.  It appears that the group 
is requesting a $19,000 commitment at the present time with additional sup-
port needed at a later date to satisfy the State match in funds.  The request 

Continued on page 11 
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KBIC AT GREENLAND RACES... 

#6 is Dan Hueckstaedt of Baraga.  This is Dan’s first year 
at Greenland Races.  Prior to racing at Greenland, Dan 
raced in Hales Corners, Wisconsin. 

#10 is 15 year old Jeff Klopstein of Baraga.  In his first 
race Jeff held 3rd place for a major portion of the event, 
eventually placed 6th after incurring a blowout. 

#1.5 is Todd Pittsley of Baraga.  Todd has been involved 
with the races for a number of years, and takes great pride 
in his race car.    

     Shane Pittsley (not shown above) and his brother Todd Pittsley are no strangers to the Greenland Adventure Mountain Speedway.  They have recently been joined on 
the track by Daniel Hueckstaedt and 15 year old Jeff Klopstein.  Races are held on Friday evenings, bi-weekly, 7:30 p.m.  If you are wondering where everyone goes on 
Friday evening - check out the Greenland Track, there is usually quite a few bystanders cheering them on.   

Once there was a girl named Saagijiwe Gaabowiik (Walk up the hill). She was 
about fifteen winters old. Her and her family were camped at the sugarbush, where 
they camped every year to make maple sugar near Basswood Lake located on the 
border of Northern Minnesota and Canada.  

Early in the morning she went down to the river to haul water for her and her 
family to wash up in the morning. There were six men hiding there and they took 
Saagijiwe Gaabowiik with them. These men were short and stocky and had slanted 
eyes. They were known by the Ojibwa as the “Eshkimiig”, plural for Eskimo or “Those 
Who Eat Raw Meat”. They took her in their boat which was described as being cov-
ered with skin. They traveled further south and east to the village of Nett Lake, 
Asabikone Zaaga’ iganing and took another girl also about fifteen winters old be-
fore heading north.  

The next day the villages sent search parties to find the missing girls. They found 
that the girl from Nett Lake had taken her skinning knife and tied it to a broken sap-
ling about shoulder high and jumped onto it so the knife went through her throat. The 
Eshkimiig left her hanging there for the search parties to find. Saagijiwe Gaabowiik 
stayed alive. 

The Eshkimiik traveled northward all that spring, summer and fall until they 
reached a “great salt lake”, as Saagijiwe Gaabowiik described it. (Hudson Bay).  

When they arrived at the Eskimo village, Saagijiwe Gaabowiik was sold to an 
older Eskimo man as his wife. She lived with him and had two of his children. While 
she lived there she befriended a young couple her same age. When Saagijiwe 
Gaabowiik was about 18 or 19 years old the couple gave her a gift of a small hide 
covered boat. Saagijiwe Gaabowiik took the gift and began to plan her escape in 
early spring.  

She secretly packed things she would need and then one night she took her two 
babies and left unnoticed. She went up a river leading inland from the Great Salt 
Lake and paddled all night long. She paddled all the next day until nightfall. Saagi-
jiwe Gaabowiik then decided to rest. Before resting she broke the boat into pieces 
with a small hatchet she carried and buried the pieces then covered the disturbed 
earth with branches. She and her babies then went to sleep in her small campsite. 

She was lost and didn’t know what direction to go. 
While sleeping, Saagijiwe Gaabowiik’s Eskimo girlfriend and her husband 

talked to her in a dream. They told her that she must walk in the direction she was 
facing when she first woke up. The couple told her in the dream to do that every 
time she slept and woke. That morning when she awoke she packed up and start-
ing walking in the direction she was facing when waking, as directed in the dream.  

Saagijiwe Gaabowiik traveled in that manner every day hiding from any 
people she saw, afraid to be brought back to her captors or worse. She traveled 
all that spring and summer until fall.  

In late fall her babies were weak and ill and she was becoming ill as well. It 
was becoming more and more difficult to travel. Finally she couldn't walk anymore. 
She sat exhausted on a high bank overlooking a river. A man paddling a canoe 
came around a bend in the river. Overcoming her fear and having no other choice, 
she called out to the man. It just happened to be a cousin. Saagijiwe Gaabowiik 
had been found.  

Saagijiwe Gaabowiik’s babies were so sick from the ordeal that they died 
within a month of her rescue. Sick and grief stricken Saagijiwe Gaabowiik was 
bedridden that whole winter.  

This was a story that was told to me by my father Donald L. Chosa Sr. who has 
now passed on to the spirit world. It was a story about his grandmother on his 
mother’s side, my great grandmother.  

Later, my wife’s grandmother Jesse Drift was telling me a story, and not know-
ing it was my great grandmother, began to tell me the same story my father told 
me. She was surprised to find out that I was the great grandson of Saagijiwe 
Gaabowiik. 

Jesse Drift gave me some additional information that I didn’t know. She told 
me that the Lac La Croix Reserve, Ontario, just north of Basswood Lake has four 
traditional drums that represent their community. Each of these traditional drums 
has a warrior’s name. One of these traditional drums is named my great grand-
mother’s name in her honor as a warrior.  
     As told to me Donald L. Chosa Jr., by my father Donald L. Chosa Sr. and my 
Grandmother-in-law Jesse Drift, now both deceased. 

The Woman Who Was Kidnapped by Eskimos 
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Notice of appreciation—The KBIC Youth club would like to say “Chi miigwech” to all of our fam-
ily who donated items for our Taco Sale at the Powwow Youth Booth 7/20/05 thru 7/24/05 
and the Salad Luncheon held 7/28/05.  Our fundraising throughout the summer months was a 
success and we reached our goal.  Miigwech to KBO/Superior Pizza and BP BayShore for your 
donations - they were very generous and very much appreciated.  Miigwech to all of our cus-
tomers.  Milwaukee Zoo and Great America/Six Flags, Chicago was a blast!     

CHICO REMEMBERED... 

Summer of 1978… Admiring  the plaque honoring 
“Chico” are members of his family:  left to right—
Bonnie, a friend, Jessie, Sharon, Jeanne, Pauline 
and Chip. 

     Spring of 2005, all six of Chico’s chil-
dren were able to make it back to their 
hometown for Chico’s brother’s funeral.  The 
family thought it would be great to get a 
photo of Chico’s kids in front of the truck 
before it is retired later this summer.  The 

L’Anse Village Manager hap-
pily obliged.  The new truck 
replacing it should be arriv-
ing in August and Chico will 
be given back to the Tribe 
for its firefighting program.  
The Village Manager men-
tioned in 1977, the proposal 
Chico submitted for the grant 
to get the original fire truck 
was for $45,000.  The cost of 
the new truck is $225,000.   

Summer of 1978… Bonnie, Jennie 
(Kit-Kat) and Chip look at the 
new L’Anse Fire Truck named in 
honor of their deceased father, 
Archie “Chico” Knapp. 

Spring of 2005… Pauline, Chip, Jennie (Kit-Kat), 
Bonnie, Sharon, and Jeanne. 

     The Tribal Education Department is pleased to an-
nounce that Helen Jondreau, KBIC tutor at the Baraga 
High school, is the recipient of Principal Jeff Gulan’s 
A.B.C.D. Award for the 4th marking period of the 
2004-05 academic year.  This award stands for 
“Above and Beyond the Call of Duty” and is given to 
recognize the staff members who are going above 
and beyond to help students.  In a letter issued by Mr. 
Gulan, he states  “It was Helen’s desire to see native 

youth be successful that helped to earn this award.  Her tireless work ethic and ability 
to work with all staff are just a few of the reasons that she was given this award.  She is 
a take-charge type of person who genuinely wants the students to succeed.  She has 
helped several students realize that they can achieve high marks.  I know of three stu-
dents she has helped stay in school with her hard work and dedication. We are very 
fortunate to have Helen working with our students.  If you see her, tell her “Miigwech” 
for all she does.” 
     The Education Director and Education Committee congratulate Helen on receiving this 
award. 

JONDREAU RECEIVES AWARD 

NOTICE 
KEWEENAW BAY INDIAN COMMUNITY 

2005 TIMBER STAND IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

     The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community will be offering 20 Timber Stand 
Improvement (TSI) units to be cut this fall to registered tribal members living 
within Baraga, Houghton, Keweenaw, Ontonagon and Marquette Counties.  
Each cutting area will be approximately 5 - 10 acres in size.  Tribal members 
selected to cut TSI will be paid $75.00 per acre once cutting is completed and 
inspected.  No partial payments will be made.  All cutting must be completed 
by November 14, 2005.  

     Those who sign up must be registered tribal members of Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community living within Baraga, Houghton, Keweenaw, Ontonagon 
and Marquette Counties.  Sign-up sheets are located at the Keweenaw Bay 
Tribal Center, Ojibwa Senior Center and the BIA Forestry Office, located inside 
the Baraga Village Offices building.  Last day to sign-up will be September 
23rd, 2005.    

     Cutters will be selected by the KBIC Natural Resources Committee and ap-
proved by the KBIC Tribal Council.  Those selected will be notified by mail 
and/or phone.  Selected tribal members must be willing and able to do the 
cutting they are hired for.  No subcontracting of cutting will be allowed.  
Furthermore, all those selected will have to demonstrate the proper use of a 
chainsaw prior to starting work.  All cutters are required to provide their own 
boots and chainsaws.  Eye, head, ear, leg and hand protection will also be re-
quired, but can be provided upon request.   

     Please contact Jeff Kitchens, BIA Forester, at (906) 353-6692 for addi-
tional information. 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY  
     The KBIC Tribal Council and the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community would like to send 
their sincere condolences to the family of Harold Eugene Shelafoe, 74, of Baraga, Michi-
gan, who “walked-on” Wednesday, July 27th, 2005.   
     Harold was born 09/25/30 in Baraga, son of the late Charles and Alice (Chosa) 
Shelafoe.  He graduated from High School in 1949 and is a veteran of  the army and 
naval reserve, serving during the Korean Conflict.  He worked for Whirl-pool for 35 
years in St. Paul, Minnesota.  In 1957, he married the former Evelyn Schmitz in St. Paul.  
In 2002, Harold returned to reside in Baraga.  He was a member of the KBIC, Most Holy 
Name of Jesus Church in Assinins and the Ojibwa Senior Citizens.  He enjoyed fishing and 
hunting, and playing baseball.  He is survived by 4 sons, Robert Shelafoe of St. Paul, 
MN, Ricky (Cheryl) Shelafoe of Stacy, MN, Ronald (Kim) Shelafoe of St. Paul, and Randy 
Shelafoe of San Diego, CA; 2 sisters, Shirley (Anthony) McKasy of Baraga and Verna 
Baltes of Santa Barbara, CA; 8 grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren.  His parents 
and one sister, Alice Marie Shelafoe preceded him in death.  A Christian Burial Mass was 
held on August 1, 2005 in the Most Holy Name of Jesus Church in Assinins.  Interment 
held in the Assinins Cemetery where Baraga County Area Veterans conducted military 
honors.        
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27TH KEWEENAW BAY MAAWANJI’IDING 

     DHHS staff recently held their first hike of 
three in their “Feet In The Forest” series.  On 
Wednesday, August 10th, a group of 18 partici-
pants, hiked down Canyon Falls.  Deb Arens, Dia-
betes Nurse, indicated that the event “went really 
good.  Mary Hindelang, an ecology professor 
joined us and spoke of the different plants and 
trees.”  The participants received water and 
trailmix on their hiking adventure.  The event was 
family oriented and one child told her mother, 
“Mom we haven’t done anything like this in a long 
time.”  All enjoyed the hike, which is part of a 
combined planning effort of Kathy Mayo and the 
(late) Denise Marth.  The group will hike the Pin-
ery on their next outing.  This event was spon-
sored by KBIC Diabetes Program, STEPS, and 
KBOCC Honoring Youth Health.   

Group Hikes Canyon Falls -  Family Oriented Health Activities 

Picture by Stan Spruce. Picture by Stan Spruce. Picture by Stan Spruce. 

Picture by Stan Spruce. 

Picture by Stan Spruce. 

Picture by Stan Spruce. 
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NEWDAY’S 4TH ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF SOBRIETY POWWOW - 2005 

Twenty-eight 
dancers and 
d r u m m e r s 
participated 
in the open-
ing cere-
mony and 
p a r a d e , 
Wednesday 
August 10, 
2005 for 
Marquette’s 

Grand Finn Festivities.  KBIC helped 
to sponsor the opening ceremonies 
for the 2005 Finn Fest.  The group 
was able to participate in this ex-
change look at cultures.  The group 
danced the 1 ½ mile parade route 
and also for three songs in the cere-
mony.  Miss Keweenaw Bay 2005, 
Brittanee Gauthier and Doreen 
Blaker, KBIC Councilmember repre-
sented the tribe on stage throughout 
the ceremony.  Ojibwa Casino and 
the KBIC Cultural Committee shared 
a table at the Superior Dome, which 
offered displays throughout the 5-
day festivities. 

EXCHANGE LOOK AT CULTURES -  
KBIC PARTICIPATES AT GRAND FINN FESTIVITES 

Cousins and friends, actually auntie 
and niece… do you know who they 
are?  Picture taken in the early 50’s, 
both are KBIC members.  Email news-
letter@kbic-nsn.gov with your guess 
or for the answer. 

1 2 

     New Day held their 4th Annual Powwow 
on August 21st and 22nd, 2005 at the 
Ojibwa Powwow grounds, US 41, Baraga, 
with Tree Town as Host Drum, Glenn Bressette 
Sr. as Head Veteran, Tim Derwin as Head 
Man Dancer, Danielle Derwin as Head 
Woman Dancer and Ted Holappa as Emcee.  
Grand entries were Saturday 1pm and 7pm, 
and Sunday at 1 pm.  The weekend had 
beautiful weather for dancing, drumming, 
and visiting amongst family and friends.     
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     If you are randomly selected to participate in the American Indian/Alaska Native To-
bacco Survey, you will be mailed a letter indicating your selection.  The letters should 
arrive shortly.  In order for us to know that you would like to participate, you must send 
back your name & phone number so we can contact you to schedule a time to do the 
survey.  A tribal member hired as a survey interviewer will contact you shortly after the 
receipt of your letter to set up a meeting with you.  The survey process takes about 25 
minutes and can be done at a place & time convenient for you!  You can be a smoker or 
a non-smoker to participate in the survey.  How about that!  Twenty-five minutes for 
$25.00 value incentive.   

KBIC/DHHS UPDATE ON THE AMERICAN  
INDIAN/ALASKA NATIVE TOBACCO SURVEY 

Ojibwa Seniors Enjoy Picnic & Activities 

     The Annual Senior Citizen Picnic was held on Friday, August 19th at the Ojibwa 
Campgrounds with approximately 75 seniors attending the event.  It was spon-
sored by KBIC Diabetes Program, STEPS, KBOCC Honoring Your Health and the 
Ojibwa Senior Center.  DHHS Staff (Mary Dee Shanahan, Popcorn Mayo, Deb 
Arens, Kathy Mayo and Dr. Dale Schmeisser) prepared a delicious nutritious  lunch.  
Seniors had the opportunity to make their own stepping stones, played “HEART” 
Bingo, play “The Price is Right” and horseshoes.   
     Honoring Our Health Program debuted Personal Health Planners at the Senior 
Picnic.  This is a health planning and organization book, consisting of a labeled 
storage portfolio to keep track of personal health records.  The Health Planner 
allows effective communication with health professionals and in emergencies it al-
lows easy access to health records, which can save valuable time.  Anyone still in-
terested in creating their own Personal Health Planner can contact Rachelle A. 
Bachran at 353-4628 or rachelle123@charter.net or Kathleen Mayo at 353-
4519 or kathleenmayo@hotmail.com.  

First offered in 1988, the American 
Indian Workshop is an annual event 
held on the campus of Michigan Tech-
nological University.  Native American 
students, ages 12-16 apply for the 
program.  The workshop is designed to 
provide Native American young peo-
ple with a University experience and 
encourages them to begin preparation 
for post-secondary educations.  Stu-
dents gain experience and confidence 
that assists them in preparing for their 
college careers.  Native students who 
are interested in science and technol-
ogy are encouraged to apply by 

teachers, counselors, and Native American Education Coordinators across Michigan and else-
where.  Students selected to attend the Program and are residents of Michigan receive a full 
scholarship (including tuition, meals, housing, supervision, and lab fees), provided by the King-
Chavez-Parks College Day Initiative. During AIW 2005, participants rotated through 4 aca-
demic sessions (Computers, Biology, Math, and Ecology), met with role models speakers in-
cluding Paul Halverson and Jackie Bird.   Additionally, the students had the opportunity to 
interact with their peers from various parts of Michigan.  

 Grace, beauty and spirituality. Jackie Bird, keynote speaker for the MTU/AIW
(American Indian Workshop) mother of four, hoop dance performer, fancy shawl dancer, 
designer, artist, singer, the list includes other gifts and talents too.  Despite her many accom-
plishments, spiritual growth is number one for her. Everything she does emerges from a deep 
love for her culture and people and because of a deep respect for the Creator.  She walks 
cautiously in this life and world because she is acutely aware of her responsibility to the peo-
ple.       

       Submitted by: Lori Sherman 

AIW Camp Michigan Tech 

The King*Chavez*Parks College Day Program at 
Northern Michigan University and Nah Tah Wahsh 
Public School Academy held their Native American 
Summer Leadership Program June 19-25.  Thirty-nine 
middle school students from across the UP, including 
seven students from Baraga, spent a week at Clear 
Lake Educational Center and visited NMU’s campus 
as well.  While at Clear Lake, Wade Wiartella 
taught the campers Anishnaabemowin, how to harvest 
birch bark and make crafts from them, and how to 
unassemble and move the traditional village that has 
been constructed there.  Elder Berry Gardner, with 

assistance from Cyndi Madosh, taught beaded crafts.  One of the most well received activi-
ties was the high-ropes course where students faced their fears.  The leaders for this group 
included John “JB” Bonior, Scot Accocks, and Greg Jacobs. 

There was plenty of time for swimming, canoeing and playing field games, all of which 
reinforced teambuilding.  Nothing strengthened the idea of family more than campfires with 
storytelling or designing the clan shields representing each group. 

One goal of the College Day Program is to encourage minority students to attend col-
lege.   While College Day Co-Coordinator JB was busy with the high ropes, the other Co-
Coordinator Rae’Kheal Alexander taught students about financial aid, how to prepare for 
college, all about living in a dormitory, talked about the student organizations on campus, 
and stressed the importance of staying focused on their studies now so they will be successful 
in the future.  During their campus visit the students participated in several hands-on activities 
which taught them about economics and our place in the world’s economy with Nancy Usitalo.  
She was assisted by Mike Shelifoe.  The students also received a signed copy of Anishnaabe 
author Louise Erdrich’s latest children’s book, The Game of Silence. 

Hannahville’s own Rich Sgarlotti expertly manned the kitchen with a former camper 
turned assistant chef, Jared Jackson.  The culinary highlight of the week was a traditional 
feast.  Shirley Brozzo, KBIC member and Assistant Director of NMU’s Diversity Student Ser-
vices, coordinated many of the activities and says Chi Miigwech to everyone who helped 
make this camp a positive experience for everyone there.  

       Submitted by Shirley Brozzo 

NMU College Day Program 



(9) Zhaangaswi 

YOUTH CLUB VISITS KYLE 
     A group of Sixty-Five 
youth and chaperones vis-
ited with ten-year-old Kyle 
Gauthier at his Aunt Jennie’s 
residence in Milwaukee on 
July 31st.  Kyle is a member 
of the Keweenaw Bay In-
dian Community and is a 
member of the youth club.  
He recently became ill and 
is currently fighting against 
cancer.  After being re-
leased from the hospital, he 
is now staying at his aunt’s 

house in Milwaukee, as he is receiving chemo-
therapy treatments.  The visit was planned in 
conjunction with the scheduled youth trip to the Milwaukee Zoo and Six Flags Great America.  
Kyle’s family planned a picnic in the backyard for a celebration in Kyle’s honor.  A Birthday 
cake was also provided as it was Steven Denomie’s 17th Birthday and pre-Birthday for Kyle, 
which is the 11th of August.  The youth purchased a PS2 system for Kyle from their fundraising 
efforts.  “Keep up the fight” card was designed by Cory Fountaine, featuring one of Kyle’s fa-
vorite characters, Spiderman.  The visit was short due to Kyle’s needs.           

KBIC YOUTH VACATION IN MILWAUKEE/CHICAGO 
     Fifty youth and fifteen chaperones left Baraga 7 am, Sunday 
July 31st, on two charter buses with their first destination being the 
Milwaukee Zoo.  The group spent a full afternoon checking out ani-
mal life, and many took in the “Sea Lion Show,” as well.  The group 
then moved on to spend some time with their friend, Kyle Gauthier 
(see above article).  From there it was on to “Country Inn of 
Kenosha,” where they definitely filled the pool.  Monday, August 
1st, the group spent twelve hours at Six Flags Great America.  To-
tally exhausted from the thrill rides they rode many times over and 
over, the group loaded the buses and headed back to the rez that 
evening, arriving in Baraga at 6:30 am.  Everyone had a blast!   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 Tribal Offices 

closed for Labor  
Day Holiday. 

6Back to school, 
Baraga & L’Anse 
begins classes 

7 Reading Buddies 
@ OCC Library, 
5:30 pm 

8 9 10 9am Tribal 

Council Meeting 

11 Grandparents  
        Day. 

12 13 14 15 16 17 Parade of the 
Nations & Ethnic 
Food Festival 11am-
4pm, Houghton 

18 19 20 Revival of Abo-

riginal Strength & 
Determination in 
Canada,, 6 pm Lakeside 

21Reading Buddies 
@ OCC Library, 
5:30 pm 

22 23 Tribal Offices 

closed for Michigan 
Indian Day 

24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Community Calendar - September 2005 

Events occurring throughout the KBIC Community 
are welcomed to be listed on this calendar.  
email newsletter@kbic-nsn.gov 

Events listed in 
ca lendar  are 
listed throughout 
the newsletter FYI.   

FOUND - A PAIR OF GLASSES WAS FOUND AT 
THE PINERY CEMETERY.  TO CLAIM, CONTACT 
SUSAN LAFERNIER AT THE TRIBAL CENTER.  (353-
6623) 

VISIT MILWAUKEE’S INDIAN SUMMER FESTIVAL  
SEPT 9 –11, 2005 

 
Regular festival hours are: 

Friday 9/9: 4 pm - midnight 
Saturday 9/10: noon to midnight 
Sunday 9/11:  11 am to 10 pm 

 
     Indian Summer Festival celebrates this year’s 
theme, “Gathering by the waters,” Sept. 9 – 11, at 
Milwaukee’s beautiful lakefront Henry Maier Festival 
Park. 
     Also this year, the presentation for the third In-
dian Summer Film and Video Image Awards and the 
second Indian Summer Music Awards will be pre-
sented at an awards ceremony on, Saturday, Septem-
ber 10th. 
     Ticket prices are $9.00 (advance) $10.00 (gate) for 
adults, children 12 and under are free.  The Indian 
Summer Office is located at 10809 W. Lincoln Ave., 
Suite 101, West Allis, Wisconsin 53227.  For more 
information phone (414)  604-1000 or visit the web 
site at www.indiansummer.org. 

     “Growing Healthy Families,” an eight-week series facili-
tated by Mr. Michael Beiring, CAC2, CDVD2.  Many issues 
facing families today can be addressed through improved 
communication, consistency, and examination of personal 
values and goals.  Please come and join with us as we ad-
dress topics designed to help parents and individuals make 
positive changes that promote “Growing Healthy Families”.   
     Beginning October 4th, 2005 at the Baraga Lakeside 
Inn, 11:30 am—2:00 pm, lunch is provided.  The event is 
sponsored by KBIC DHHS Healthy Start Program.  Registra-
tion is required and space is limited.  Contact Ruth Keller at 
353-4543 to register. 

NEW HIRE - Colleen Morin, Ass’t Cook OSC 

     Hi, my name is Colleen Morin and 
I am a mother of four boys.  I have 
one son left at home, Jaren, who is 
16 years old.  I also have 1 beautiful 
granddaughter, Jaycie.  I love being 
around people and I enjoy helping 
people whenever I can.  I was re-
cently hired at the Ojibwa Senior 
Center as a prep cook.  I have fun 
working with my coworkers and eve-
ryday I look forward to serving our 
seniors.  I believe that our elders are 
very knowledgeable in tradition and 
history, and there are many things 
that can be learned from them. 

Grandparents Week @ Ojibwa Library - Stop in with your grandchild. 

NEW HIRE - Stacey Koski,  
Probation Officer/Child Support Specialist 

     Hi.  My name is Stacey Koski and I will 
be the new Probation Officer/Friend of 
the Court Specialist.  I am a member of 
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community and 
a native to the area.   
     For the past nine years I have worked 
for the Keweenaw Bay Tribal Police De-
partment, and for three years prior to 
that, I worked at the Keweenaw Bay 
Tribal Court.  I will bring to this position an 
abundance of knowledge and experience 
of Tribal Law and the Judicial System.  I 
look forward to continuing to work with 
the community. 

     THE REVIVAL OF ABORIGINAL STRENGTH & DETERMINATION IN CANADA - A Community Presentation featuring - 
Mike DeGagne will be held at the Baraga Lakeside Inn, Tuesday, September 20th @ 6:00 p.m.  The presentation is 
sponsored by Destiny and will focus on the work of the Aboriginal Healing Foundation and Historic Trauma and Abo-
riginal Healing.   
     Mr. DeGagne has been actively nationally and internationally in the area of addictions and First Nations issues for 
the past fifteen years.  He is currently the Executive Director of the Aboriginal Health Foundation, an organization 
which supports Aboriginal community healing projects that address the legacy of physical and sexual abuse arising 
from Canada’s Aboriginal Residential School system.  He has previously worked with Provincial, Federal, and non-
governmental organizations in the health field.  He has held previously, key positions with the Canadian centre on Sub-
stance Abuse, Health Canada and the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs.  Mr. DeGagne was Senior Negotia-
tor for the Federal Government in its negotiations of the Labrador Inuit Association Comprehensive Claim in 1996.  In 
1997, he served as Chairman, Indigenous People Section, International Council on Alcohol and Additions.  Mr. De-
Gagne holds a Masters degree in Health Administration, and a Ph.D. focusing on First Nations post-secondary educa-
tion. 
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Tribal Council Meeting - August 6th, 2005 - continued 

was tabled until the Council com-
pletes the FY2006 budgeting 
process.      

Betty Chavis and Lori Sherman 
of MTU requested financial assis-
tance with the 16th Annual Pa-
rade of Nations to be held Sep-
tember 17th.  This event involves 
72 countries at MTU, with Nation’s 
First People leading the parade.  
KBIC Color Guard, KBIC Drum and 
many dancers will be present and 
will also be holding a dance pres-
entation at the Dee.  Moved by 
Elizabeth Mayo to donate $2000 
to assist the 16th Annual Parade 
of Nations, supported by Toni 
Minton, and carried. 

Kristin Mantila requested fi-
nancial assistance with her non-
school funded skating exhibits.  
Kristin is currently a student at the 
University of Michigan and is on 
the Skating team.  The team will 
be skating in England is year.  
Each teammate is responsible to 
fund a majority of their expenses.  
Moved by Mike LaFernier Sr. to 
donate $1200 to assist Kristin with 
her skating endeavors, supported 
by Warren C. Swartz Jr., and car-
ried.   

Kim Klopstein requested finan-
cial assistance for two cars that 
she and her brother, Dan Hueck-
staedt have purchased for racing 
at the Greenland track.  Moved 
by Elizabeth Mayo to donate 
$500 for Kim Klopstein car and 
$500 for Dan Hueckstaedt car, 

with logos of “Eagle Radio” to be 
placed on the cars, supported by 
Gary Loonsfoot Sr., and carried. 

Jennifer Misegan on behalf of 
the Summer Youth Program re-
quested an extension of time-
frame for the program to oper-
ate.  Currently the program is 
scheduled to be terminated on 
August 12th.  Budget funds are 
available and the program can 
run an additional week, until Au-
gust 19th.  Moved by William E. 
Emery to extend the Summer 
Youth Program to end date of  
August 19th, supported by Eliza-
beth Mayo, and carried.   

Susan LaFernier addressed 
Resolution KB1421-2005, the 
Matthew Shalifoe Jr. residential 
lease.  Moved by Fred Dakota to 
approve Matt Shalifoe Jr. resi-
dential lease, supported by Mike 
LaFernier Sr., and carried. 

Elizabeth Mayo requested 
and moved to donate on an an-
nual basis - $2500 to the Baraga 
County Foundation on behalf of 
Denise Marth, supported by Fred 
Dakota, and carried.   

Moved by Fred Dakota to ap-
prove the Department Head Re-
ports for June 2005 that are pre-
sent in today’s packet, supported 
by Gary Loonsfoot Sr., and car-
ried.   
     Council went into closed session 
to meet with “KBIC Tribal Mem-
bership Only” regarding Treas-
urer’s Report/July 2005 prior to 
adjournment. 
 

Continued from page 3 

Recipe Of The Month 
Baked Wild Rice and Pork Chops 

  
1 cup Wild Rice    2 Tbsp Instant Chicken Bouillon granules 
1½ cup cold water     or cube, diluted 
2 small cans mushrooms   1 can cream of mushroom soup 
6 - 8 pork chops, cut of 1 inch thick  Salt & pepper to taste 
 
Sprinkle uncooked wild rice in bottom of buttered casserole pan.  Add water and 
mushrooms - including liquid.  Sprinkle bouillon granules over top.  Add cream of mush-
room soup by lightly dropping spoonfuls on mixture in casserole.  Remove fat from 
chops, brown and season, then place on top of rice mixture.  Cover tightly with foil, 
sealing thoroughly.  Bake 1½ to 2 hours at 350°.  To serve: Pile rice mixture in center 
of platter and surround with chops.   
     ~ Dorothy Stephens 

ANISHINAABEMOWIN 

 Manoominike Giizis 

Wild Ricing Moon 

He/she harvest wild rice  Manoominike 

Knocking stick (s)   Bawa’iganaak (oon) 

He/she knocks rice   Bawa’am  

He/she parches rice   Gaapizige 

Parching pan    Okaadakik   

He/she jigs rice   Bawishkam 

Half barrel for jigging rice  Boodaagan    

He/she fans/winnows rice  Nooshkaachige 

Birchbark basket for fanning rice Nooshkaachinaagan 

Have a feast/invite spirits to eat Wiikondiwag 

E M Y N E B P E E W M F C C E N  
P L M M N M N U M N F S L L T P  
T O T R K Y M M A A N E O T H T  
E P S V A T O G B X L P E J E S  
N L A E Y B A W I S H K A M Y C  
N N N D P A W Z G S I U I B L S  
M Z B N D T E I U N K I L F S P  
T T V O M L E P I I J A M A P E  
C F O P R O E M K U N G Q E A E  
F B G E N F O A B A E M J O B S  
F S T I X O D S A E R O W X S H  
B P C I N A E M M E R E F Q N X  
A M G A A P I Z I G E C I C P I  

Manoominike Giizis Word Find 

Vocabulary 

Anishinaabemowin page created by Donald 
Chosa, Jr. Anishinaabemowin Instructor 

Find the following hidden words:  

manoominike, gaapizige, okaadakik, bawish-
kam, september, boodaagan, canoe, abwi, 
paddle, jiime, pushpole, jiimaan,  
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Keweenaw Bay Indian Community/Employment Opportunities 

 
Assistant Tribal Attorney - open until filled 

Secretary/Dispatcher - closes 08/29/05 
 

On Call positions:  LPN - RN - Unit Manager  -  Account Executive/Sales 
Child Care Provider  -  Cashier  -  Receptionist/Clerical Worker 

For complete job announcement, application and closing dates contact: 
KBIC Personnel Department 

107 Beartown Road, Baraga, MI 49908 
906-353-6623, ext 4176 or 4140 

Or visit http://www.kbic-nsn.gov/html/personnel.htm 

11STST  STEPSTEP  COUNSELINGCOUNSELING  
SERVICESERVICE  

If you are interested in 
starting or 
buying a 
business and 
don’t know 
what to do next… 

Call Donna 
Sackett @ (906) 
353-4115 at the 

Office of Planning & Devel-
opment.   

She can also set you up 
an appointment with a 
certified business 
counselor in the 
Baraga County area.  
Sessions are free and 
confidential. 

To place an ad, contact  

Donald Chosa, Jr., or  

Lauri Denomie at  

newsletter@kbic-nsn.gov. 

     M e e t  o u r 
daughter, Pamela 
Jewel Smith, born 
07/22/2005 to 
Venus Ripley and 
Scott Smith.  She 
weighed 6 lbs. 15 
oz. and was 19½ 
inches in length.   

KBIC  Visits Watersmeet’s 2005 Annual Powwow 

     Lac Vieux Desert held it’s 23rd Annual “The Place 
Where the Eagles Dance” powwow on the weekend of 
August 13th and 14th. This year the powwow was held in 
honor of the elders.  
     The powwow arena director was Stanley Spruce 
(KBIC) who also generously submitted the photos used in 
this article. The powwow was emceed by Don Carafel.  
The powwow was a great success with many dancers 
participating and perfect weather. Many eagles flew over-
head during the powwow.  
     Dancers, singers, vendors and spectators representing 
different tribes and areas attended and enjoyed this beau-
tiful cultural event,  some traveling from long distances 
away.  The dancers, singers and spectators enjoyed 
many traditional songs and dances, including the 
snake dance in which different parts of this elabo-

rate dance represent 
different parts of an 
individual’s life.  
     Everyone present 
was treated to two 
delicious feasts, one 
held on Saturday after-
noon and one at the 
close of the powwow 
on Sunday. Everyone 
left with a full stomach 
and happy. It was a 
great time for every-
one.  


