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PREAMBLE

We, the I’Anse, Lac Vieux Desert and
Ontonagon Bands of Chippewa Indians,
residing within the original confines of the
L’Anse Reservation, in order to organize as
a tribe for the common welfare of ourselves
and our posterity, to insure domestic tran-
quillity, to conserve and develop our natural
resources, to form business and other orga-
nizations, to establish a credit system, to
enjoy certain rights of home rule, do ordain
and establish this Constitution and By-
laws, for our community which shall be
known as the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community.

ARTICLE I - TERRITORY

The territorial jurisdiction of this
Constitution shall embrace the land within
the original boundary lines of the I’Anse
Reservation as defined pursuant to treaty
dated September 30, 1854, (10 Stat. 1109),
and any and all future additions of land
acquired within or without said boundary
line by the Secretary of the Interior or by
the Tribe, except as otherwise provided
by law.

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1.

The membership of the Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community shall consist of the fol-
lowing:

(a) The bona fide enrolled members of
the L’'Anse, Lac Vieux Desert and
Ontonagon Bands of Chippewa Indians
as shown on any of the allotment rolls of
the L'Anse, Lac Vieux Desert and
Ontonagon Reservations, and their
descendents who were residing within
the limits of the L’Anse Reservation of
June 1, 1934.

(b) Every child of one-quarter or more
Indian blood, born hereafter to any mem-
ber of the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community, provided such member is a
resident of the Reservation at the time of
birth of said child, and every child born of
whose parents are members of the
Community.

Section 2.

The Tribal Council shall have the power
to enact ordinances subject to review by the
Secretary of the Interior governing the
adoption of members for the Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community. Other Indians not now
members of this Reservation who desire to
affiliate with the Community may upon
written application be admitted by a major-
ity vote of the membership, and shall there-
upon have a right to vote on matters per-
taining to the Community, but shall be
excluded from participating in any rights or
claim arising out of treaties, and from the
right to hold office in the Community. The
same limitations are to be extended to the
children of adopted members, except where
one parent is a member by birth of the
Community.
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ARTICLE III - GOVERNING BODY

Section 1.

The governing body of the Keweenaw
Bay Indian Community shall be the Tribal
Council.

Section 2.

The Tribal Council shall consist of twelve
councilmen to be elected by popular ballot
as follows: Six councilmen from the I’Anse
district and six councilmen from the Baraga
district.

Section 3.

The Tribal Council shall have power to
change the districts and the representation
from each district based on community pop-
ulation, such change to be made by ordi-
nance, but the total number of delegates as
provided for in Section 2, Article III, of this
Constitution, shall not be changed.

Section 4.

After each popular election the Tribal
Council shall elect from within its own num-
ber a President, a Vice-President, a
Secretary, an Assistant Secretary, a
Treasurer and such other officers and com-
mittees as may be deemed necessary. The
five officers named and so elected from the
Tribal Council shall be known as the
Executive Council.

Section 5.

The Tribal Council of the Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community shall be the sole judge of
the qualifications of its members.

ARTICLE IV - NOMINATIONS AND
PROCEDURES

Section 1.

The first election of a Tribal Council
under this Constitution shall be called and
supervised by the present business and
advisory committee within thirty days after

Compiled February 2010

the ratification and approval of this
Constitution and thereafter elections shall
be held each year, on the third Saturday
prior to the expiration of office of the mem-
bers of the Tribal Council.

Section 2.

At the first election four councilmen shall
be elected for a period of one year, and four
council men for a period of two years, and
four councilmen for a period of three years;
and after the first election each councilmen
shall be elected for a period of three years.

Section 3.

The Tribal Council or an election board
appointed by the Tribal Council shall deter-
mine rules and regulations governing elec-
tions.

Section 4.

The I’Anse and Baraga districts shall for-
mulate their own rules and regulations
regarding nominations and candidates for
the Tribal Council, such nominees being
elected by a majority vote of the entire tribe.
Each district will be required to file the
names of proposed candidates with the
Tribal Secretary at least fifteen days prior
to election. It shall be the duty of the
Secretary of the Tribal Council to post at
least ten days before election the names of
all candidates for the Council.

Section 5.

The Tribal Council or a board appointed
by the Council shall certify to the election of
the members of the Council immediately
after the election returns.

Section 6.

Any member of the Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community who is eighteen years of
age or over and maintains residence on the
reservation shall be entitled to vote in the
district in which he or she resides.

History: The foregoing language of Artivle
1V, Section 6 was submitted to the qualified



KBIC CONSTITUTION; ARTICLES V ~ VI

voters of the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community and duly adopted on May 2,
2006; being designated “Amendmant
Number II” to the Constitution and Bylaws
of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community.
“Amendmant Number II” was approved by
the Secretary of the United States
Department of the Interior on June 15, 2006.
This section formerly read:

“Any member of the Keweenaw Bay
Indian Commaunity who is twenty-one years
of age or over and who maintains residence
on the reservation, and presents himself at
the polls on election day, shall be entitled to
vote in the district in which he resides.”

Sec. 7. Any enrolled member of the
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, twenty-
five years of age or over and who is at least
one-fourth degree Indian blood and shall
have resided within the district from which
elected for at least one year immediately
preceding this nomination, shall be eligible
for election to the Tribal Council.

ARTICLE V - VACANCIES AND
REMOVAL FROM OFFICE

Section 1.

If a councilman or official shall die,
resign, permanently leave the reservation,
or be removed from office, the Council shall
declare the position vacant and appoint a
successor from the district which has lost a
representative to fill the office until the next
general election, when a successor shall be
elected for the unexpired term, provided
that the person chosen to fill such vacancy
shall be qualified.

Section 2.

Any councilman who is proven guilty of
improper conduct or gross neglect of duty,
may be expelled from the Council under the
following procedure:

Should a complaint in writing from fifty
members of the Tribe against a member of
the Tribal Council be presented to the
Council, it shall be the duty of the Tribal

Council, if the grounds for such complaint is
considered of sufficient merit, to appoint a
committee of five members of the Tribe,
independent of its own membership and
those making such complaints, to hold a
public hearing and make written report to
the Tribal Council of its findings, a copy of
such report to be furnished the accused.
Upon receipt of such report by the Tribal
Council, it shall meet in executive session to
consider such report, grant a hearing and
hear testimony of the accused. The Tribal
Council may expel a member found guilty of
gross neglect of duty or improper conduct by
a two-thirds vote.

ARTICLE VI - POWERS AND
DUTIES OF THE TRIBAL COUNCIL

Section 1.

The Tribal Council shall have the power,
subject to any limitations imposed by the
Statutes or the Constitution of the United
States, and subject to all express restric-
tions upon such powers contained in this
Constitution and attached By-laws:

(a) To regulate the uses and disposi-
tion of tribal property, to protect and pre-
serve the tribal property, wild life and
natural resources of the Community, to
cultivate Indian arts, crafts and culture,
to administer charity, to protect the
health, security, and the general welfare
of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community.

(b) To employ legal council for the pro-
tection and advancement of the rights of
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
and its members, the choice of council
and fixing of fees to be subject to the
approval of the Secretary of the Interior.

(¢) To negotiate with the Federal,
State, and local governments on behalf of
the Community and to advise and consult
with the representatives of the
Departments of the Government of the
United States on all matters affecting the
affairs of the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community.

(d) To approve or veto any sale, dispo-
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sition, lease or encumbrance of tribal
lands, and tribal assets, which may be
authorized or executed by the Secretary
of the Interior, the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, or any other agency of the
Government, provided that no tribal
lands shall be sold or encumbered, or
leased for a period in excess of five years,
except for governmental purposes, and
except that mineral leases and leases to
associations, or members, may be made
for such longer periods as may be autho-
rized by law.

(e) To advise with the Secretary of the
Interior with regard to all appropriation
estimates, or Federal projects, for the
benefit of the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community, prior to the submission of
such estimates to the Bureau of the
Budget and to Congress.

(f) To manage all economic affairs and
enterprises of the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community in accordance with the terms of
a charter to be issued by the Secretary of
the Interior.

(g) To make assignments of tribal
lands to members of the Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community in conformity with
Article VII of this Constitution.

(h) To appropriate for tribal use any
available tribal funds, provided, that any
appropriation in excess of $10,000 in any
one fiscal year shall be of no effect until
approved at a popular referendum.

(i) To promulgate and enforce ordi-
nances, subject to review by the Secretary
of the Interior, which would provide for
taxes, assessments, or license fees upon
non-members doing business within the
reservation, or obtaining special rights or
privileges, and such ordinances may also
be applied to members of the Keweenaw
Bay Indian Community, without such
review, provided such ordinances have
been approved by a referendum of the
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community.

(G) To exclude from the restricted lands
of the Reservation persons not legally
entitled to reside thereon, under ordi-
nances which shall be subject to review
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by the Secretary of the Interior.

(k) To enact resolutions or ordinances
not inconsistent with Article II of this
Constitution governing adoptions and
abandonment of membership, subject to
review by the Secretary of the Interior.

(1) To promulgate and enforce ordi-
nances, which shall be subject to review
by the Secretary of the Interior, govern-
ing the conduct of members of the
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, and
providing for the maintenance of law and
order and the administration of justice by
establishment of an Indian Court, and a
definition of its powers and duties.

(m) To purchase land from members of
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
for public purposes under condemnation
proceeding in courts of competent juris-
diction.

(n) To promulgate and enforce ordi-
nances which are intended to safeguard
and promote the peace, safety, morals,
and general welfare of the Keweenaw
Bay Indian Community by regulating the
conduct of trade and the use and disposi-
tion of property upon the reservation,
providing that any ordinance directly
affecting non-members shall be subject to
review by the Secretary of the Interior.

(o) To charter subordinate organiza-
tions for economic purposes, and to regu-
late the activities of such organizations
by ordinances which shall be subject to
review by the Secretary of the Interior.

(p) To regulate the inheritance of real
and personal property, other than allotted
lands, within the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community, subject to review by the
Secretary of the Interior.

(q) To regulate the domestic relations
of members of the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community.

(r) To recommend and provide for the
appointment of guardians for orphans,
minor members of the Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community, and mental incompe-
tents, subject to review by the Secretary
of the Interior, and to administer tribal
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and other funds or property which may
be transferred or entrusted to the Tribe
or Tribal Council for this purpose.

(s) To create and maintain a
Community fund by accepting grants or
donations from any person, State, or the
United States, or by tribal enterprises.

(t) To delegate to subordinate boards
or to cooperative associations which are
open to all members of the Keweenaw
Bay Indian Community, any of the forego-
ing powers, reserving the right to review
any action taken by virtue of such dele-
gated power.

(u) To adopt resolutions or ordinances
to effectuate any of the foregoing powers.

Section 2.

Any resolution or ordinance, which, by
the terms of this Constitution, is subject to
review by the Secretary of the Interior, shall
be presented to the Superintendent of the
Reservation, who shall, within ten days
thereafter, approve or disapprove the same,
and if such ordinance or resolution is
approved, it shall thereupon become effec-
tive, but the Superintendent shall transmit
a copy of the same, bearing his endorse-
ment, to the Secretary of the Interior, who
may, within ninety days from the date of
enactment, rescind said ordinance or resolu-
tion for any cause, by notifying the Council
of such action. Ifthe Superintendent shall
refuse to approve any resolution or ordi-
nance submitted to him, within ten days
after its enactment, he shall advise the
Council of his reasons therefor, and the
Council, if such reasons appear to be insuffi-
cient, may refer it to the Secretary of the
Interior, who may within ninety days from
its enactment, approve the same in writing,
whereupon the said ordinance or resolution
shall become effective.

Section 3.

The Council of the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community may exercise such further pow-
ers as may in the future be delegated to it
by the Federal Government, either through

order of the Secretary of the Interior, or by
Congress, or by the State Government, or by
any member of the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community.

Section 4.

Any rights and powers heretofore vested
in the L’Anse, Lac Vieux Desert, and
Ontonagon Bands of Chippewa Indians,
residing within the original confines of the
L’Anse Reservation, but not expressly
referred to in this Constitution shall not be
abridged by this article but may be exer-
cised by the members of the Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community through the adoption of
appropriate By-laws and constitutional
amendments.

ARTICLE VII - LAND

Section 1.
Allotted lands. ~ Allotted lands, including
heirship lands, within the L'Anse

Reservation shall continue to be held as
heretofore by their present owners. It is
recognized that under existing law such
lands may be condemned for public purpos-
es, such as roads, public buildings, or other
public improvements, upon payment of ade-
quate compensation, by any agency of the
Federal or State Government, or by the
Community itself. It is further recognized
that under existing law such lands may be
inherited by the heirs of the present owner,
whether or not they are members of the
Community. Likewise, it is recognized that
under existing law the Secretary of the
Interior may, in his discretion, remove
restrictions upon such land, upon applica-
tion by the Indian owner, whereupon the
land will become subject to State taxes and
may then be mortgaged or sold. The right of
the individual Indian to hold or to part with
his land, as under existing law, shall not be
abrogated by anything contained in this
Constitution, but the owner of restricted
land, may with the approval of the
Secretary of the Interior, voluntarily convey
his land to the Keweenaw Bay Indian
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Community either in exchange for a money
payment or in exchange for an assignment
covering the same land or other land, as
hereinafter provided.

Section 2.

Tribal lands. ~ The unallotted lands of
the Community, and all lands which may
hereafter be acquired by the Community or
by the United States in trust for the
Community shall be held as tribal lands,
and no part of such land shall be mortgaged
or sold. Tribal lands shall not be allotted to
individual Indians but may be assigned to
members of the Community, or leases, or
otherwise used by the Community, as here-
inafter provided.

Section 3.

Leasing of tribal lands. ~ Tribal lands
may be leased by the Tribal Council, with
the approval of the Secretary of the Interior,
for such periods of time as are permitted
by law.

In the leasing of tribal lands preference
shall be given, first, to Indian cooperative
associations, and secondly, to individual
Indians who are members of the
Community. No lease of tribal lands to non-
members shall be made by the Tribal
Council unless it shall appear that no
Indian cooperative association or individual
member of the Community is able and will-
ing to use the land and to pay a reasonable
fee for such use.

All action of the Tribal Council in the reg-
ulation and leasing of tribal land shall be
consistent with the rules and regulations
prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior
in accordance with Section 6 of the Act of
June 18, 1934.

Section 4.

Grant of “standard assignments.” ~ In
any assignment of tribal lands which are
now owned by the Community or which
hereafter may be acquired for the
Community by the United States or pur-
chased by the Community out of tribal
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funds, preference shall be given, first, to
heads of families which are entirely land-
less, and, secondly, to heads of families
which have no allotted lands or interests in
allotted lands but shall have already
received assignments consisting of less than
an economic unit of agricultural land, or
other land or interests in land of equal
value, such economic unit to be determined
from time to time by the Tribal Council.

No allotted member of the Community
who may hereafter have the restrictions
upon his land removed and whose land may
thereafter be alienated shall be entitled to
receive an assignment of land as a landless
Indian. The Tribal Council, may, if it sees
fit, charge a fee of not to exceed five dollars
($5.00) on approval of an assignment made
under this section.

Assignments made under this section
shall be for the primary purpose of estab-
lishing homes for landless Indians, and
shall be known as standard assignments.

If any member of the Community holding
a standard assignment of land shall for a
period of one year fail to use the land so
assigned or shall use such land for any
unlawful purpose such assignment may be
cancelled by the Tribal Council after due
notice and an opportunity to be heard, and
the said land may be reassigned in accor-
dance with the provisions of Section 4. of
this article.

Upon the death of any Indian holding a
standard assignment his heirs or other indi-
viduals designated by him, by will or writ-
ten request, shall have a preference in the
reassignment of the land, provided such
persons are members of the Community
who would be eligible to receive a standard
assignment.

Section 6.

Grant of “exchange assignments.” ~ Any
member of the Community who owns an
allotment or any share of heirship land or
deeded land may voluntarily convey his
interest in such land to the Community
exchange for an assignment to the same
land or other land of equal value. If the
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Sections 8 ~ 12 7

assignee prefers he may receive, in lieu of a
specific tract of land, a proportionate share
in a larger unit of land or other interest.

Assignments under this section shall be
known as exchange assignments.

Section 7.

Leasing of exchange assignments. ~
Exchange assignments may be used by the
assignee or leased by him to Indian coopera-
tive associations, to individual members of
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, or, if
no individual Indian or Indian cooperative
association is able and willing to rent the
land at a reasonable fee, such assignments
may be leased to non-Indians in the same
manner as allotted lands.

Section 8.

Inheritance of “exchange assignments.” —
Upon the death of the holder of any
exchange assignment, such land shall be
reassigned by the Tribal Council to his heirs
or devisees, subject to the following condi-
tions:

(a) Such lands may not be reassigned
to any heir or devisees who are not mem-
bers of the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community, except that a life assignment
may be made to the surviving widower or
widow of the holder of an assignment.

(b) Such lands may not be reassigned
to any heirs or devisee who already holds
more than an economic unit of land or
interests in land, such unit to be deter-
mined from time to time by the Tribal
Council.

(¢) Such lands may not be subdivided
into units too small for economic use as
may be determined by the Tribal Council,
except that land used for buildings or
other improvements may be divided to
suit the convenience of the parties. Where
it is impossible to divide the land proper-
ly among the eligible heirs or devisees,
the Tribal Council shall issue to the eligi-
ble heirs or devisees, interests in tribal
lands of the same value as their interests
in the assignment of the decedent.

(d) If there are no eligible heirs or
devisees of the decedent, the land shall be
eligible for reassignment in accordance
with the provisions of Section 4 of this
article.

Section 9.

Use of unassigned community land. ~
Community land which is not assigned,
including community timber reserves, shall
be managed by the Tribal Council for the
benefit of the members of the entire
Community, and any cash income derived
from such land shall accrue to the benefit of
the Community as a whole.

Section 10.

Inheritance of improvements. ~ Improve-
ments of any character made upon assigned
land may be bequeathed to and inherited by
members of the Community or otherwise
disposed of under such regulations as the
Tribal Council shall provide. No permanent
improvements shall be removed from the
land without the consent of the Tribal
Council.

Section 11.

Exchange of assignment. ~ Assignments
may be exchanged between members of the
Community by common consent in such
manner as the Tribal Council shall desig-
nate.

Section 12.

Use of community funds. — Community
funds may be used with the consent of the
Secretary of the Interior, to acquire land,
under the following conditions:

(a) Land within the I’Anse Reservation
or adjacent to the boundaries thereof
which is not in Indian ownership may be
purchased by or for the Community.

(b) Restricted land, which is in heirship
status at the time of the adoption and
approval of this Constitution, may be
purchased by or for the Community, with
the consent of all adult heirs, and the
legal guardians of minor heirs, payment
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thereof to be made as may be agreed
upon.

(c) Land owned by any member of the
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community who
is over the age of 60 years, or who is
physically incapacitated, may be trans-
ferred by its owner to the Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community in exchange for a pen-
sion of not more than twice the annual
rental value of the land for the life of the
pensioner, to be paid out of available trib-
al funds.

(d) Land in excess of an economic unit
as determined by the Tribal Council
owned by any member of the Keweenaw
Bay Indian Community may be pur-
chased by or for the Community with the
consent of the owner, payments to be
made under such terms as may be agreed
upon.

(e) Land owned by any member of the
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community who
desires to leave the reservation perma-
nently may be purchased by the
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community,
under such terms as may be agreed upon.

Section 13.

Methods of making assignments. ~
Applications for assignments shall be filed
with the Secretary of the Council, and shall
be in writing, setting forth the name of the
person or persons applying for the land and
as accurate a description of the land desired
as the circumstances will permit.

Notices of all applications received by the
Secretary shall be posted by him in the
agency office and in at least three conspicu-
ous places in the district in which the land
is located for not less than twenty (20) days
before action is taken by the Council. Any
member of the Community wishing to
oppose the granting of an assignment shall
do so in writing, setting forth his objections,
to be filed with the Secretary of the Council,
and may if he so desires appear at or before
the Council to present evidence. The
Secretary of the Council shall furnish the
Superintendent or other offices in charge of
the agency a complete record of all action
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taken by the Council on applications for
assignment of land, and a complete record
of assignments shall be kept in the agency
office and shall be open for inspection by
members of the Community.

The Tribal Council shall draw up one or
more forms for standard and exchange
assignments, which shall be subject to the
approval of the Secretary of the Interior.

ARTICLE VIII - AMENDMENTS

Section 1.

This Constitution and By-laws may be
amended by a majority vote of the qualified
voters of the Community voting at an elec-
tion called for that purpose by the Secretary
of the Interior provided that at least thirty
(30) percent of those entitled to vote shall
vote in such election, but no amendment
shall become effective until it shall have
been approved by the Secretary of the
Interior. It shall be the duty of the Secretary
of the Interior to call an election on any pro-
posed amendment upon presentation of a
petition signed by two-thirds of the eligible
voters of the Community.

BY-LAWS OF THE KEWEENAW BAY
INDIAN COMMUNITY

ARTICLE I - DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1.

The President of the Tribal Council shall
preside at all meetings of the Council. He
shall at all times have general supervision
of the affairs of the Tribal Council and such
matters as naturally pertain to the general
welfare of the Community. It shall also be
the duty of the President to countersign all
checks drawn against any funds of the orga-
nization by the Treasurer. He shall be ex-
officio member of all subordinate boards and
committees.
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Section 2.

In the absence of the President, the Vice-
President shall preside at all meetings of
the Tribal Council and shall act in his stead
in all manners pertaining to the office of
President.

Section 3.

The Secretary shall keep an accurate
record of all proceedings of the Tribal
Council and furnish copies thereof to the
Superintendent of the jurisdiction. He shall
attend to the keeping of the official records
of the Tribal Council and shall be responsi-
ble for the prompt and efficient handling of
all correspondence pertaining to the busi-
ness of the Tribal Council. All official
records of the Tribal Secretary shall be open
to inspection by the members of the
Community at all times. The Secretary
shall be ex-officio member of all subordinate
boards and committees.

Section 4.

The Assistant Secretary shall perform all
duties that pertain to the office of the
Secretary whenever the Secretary needs
assistance.

Section 5.

The Treasurer of the Tribal Council shall
accept, receive, receipt for, preserve, and
safeguard all funds in the custody of the
Council, whether they be Tribal funds or
such funds for which the Council is acting
as trustee or custodian. He shall deposit all
funds in such depository as the Council
shall direct, and shall make and preserve a
faithful record of such funds and shall
report on all funds in his possession and
custody at each regular meeting of the
Tribal Council, and at such times as
required by the Tribal Council, or the
Executive Council. He shall not pay out or
otherwise disburse any funds in his posses-
sion or custody except in accordance with a
resolution passed by the Council.

The Treasurer shall be required to give a
bond satisfactory to the Council and to the

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. The books
of the Treasurer shall be audited at least
once a year by direction of the Tribal
Council.

Section 6.

The subordinate officers, boards and com-
mittees of the Tribal Council shall perform
such duties as the Tribal Council shall, by
resolution, from time to time provide.

ARTICLE II - OATH

Section 1.

All officers when elected shall be duly
installed and subscribe to an oath of office to
support the Constitution of the United
States and this Constitution. Such officers
may be sworn in by any officer qualified to
administer an oath.

ARTICLE III - MEETINGS

Section 1.

Stated meetings of the Tribal Council
shall be held the first Saturday of January,
April, July, and October, and at such other
times as the Council may by ordinance pro-
vide. Called meetings shall be held at the
discretion of the President, or upon request
of three members of the Tribal Council.
Three (3) days’ written notice shall be given
to all Council members.

Section 2.

Seven members shall constitute a quo-
rum.

Section 3.

The Tribal Council shall prescribe such
rules of order for its meetings as it desires.

Section 4.

The meetings of the Tribal Council except
executive sessions shall be public to the
Community.
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ARTICLE IV - ADOPTION OF
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

This Constitution and By-laws, when rat-
ified by a majority vote of the qualified vot-
ers of the I’Anse, Lac Vieux Desert, and
Ontonagon Bands of Chippewa Indians,
residing within the original confines of the
L’Anse Reservation, voting at a special elec-
tion called for the purpose by the Secretary
of the Interior, provided that at least thirty
percent (30%) of those entitled to vote shall
vote in such election, shall be submitted to
the Secretary of the Interior, and if
approved, shall be effective from the date of
the approval.

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION

Pursuant to an order, approved October
15, 1936, by the Secretary of the Interior,
the attached Constitution and By-laws was
submitted for ratification to the I'’Anse, Lac
Vieux Desert, and Ontonagon Bands of
Chippewa Indians, residing within the orig-
inal confines of the I’Anse reservation, and
was on November 7, 1936, duly adopted by
a vote of 239 for, and 18 against, in an elec-
tion in which over thirty per cent (30%) of
those entitled to vote cast their ballots, in
accordance with section 16 of the Indian
Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48
Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of June
15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378).

John E. Thomas,
Chairman of Election Board.

William Curtis,
Secretary of Election Board

J.C. Cavill
Superintendent

I, Harold L. Ickes, the Secretary of the
Interior of the United States of America, by
virtue of the authority granted me by the
act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as
amended, do hereby approve the attached
Constitution and By-laws of the Keweenaw
Bay Indian Community.

All rules and regulations heretofore pro-
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mulgated by the Interior Department or by
the Office of Indian Affairs, so far as they
may be incompatible with any of the provi-
sions of the said Constitution or By-laws are
hereby declares inapplicable to these
Indians.

All officers and employees of the Interior
Department are ordered to abide by the
Provisions of the said Constitution and
By-laws.

Approval recommended December 9,
1936.

William Zimmerman, Jr.,
Assistant Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

Harold L. Ickes
Secretary of the Interior.

(SEAL)
Washington, D.C., December 17, 1936.

AMENDMENT NUMBER 1

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP
Section 1.

The membership of the Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community shall consist of the fol-
lowing:

(a) Those persons listed on any allot-
ment rolls of the L’Anse, Lac Vieux
Desert or Ontonagon Bands of the
Chippewa Indians as an enrolled mem-
ber, their siblings of Indian blood, and
their descendants who were residing
within the limits of the L'Anse
Reservation as of June 1, 1934; and

(b) Any other Chippewa Indian or their
descendents of one quarter degree or
more of Indian blood who demonstrates,
by reliable documentation, ancestral ties
to the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community,
and who were residing within the limits
of the territory as described and ceded in
the Treaty between the United States
and the Chippewa Indians of October 4,
1842, as of June 1, 1934; and

(c) Any person of at least one-quarter
degree Indian blood who is descended
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from a member; and

(d) Any person descended from a mem-
ber of the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community who has resided within the
L’Anse Reservation and who desires to
affiliate with the Community may be
adopted by a majority vote of the voting
membership. Members who have been
adopted before the enactment of this
Amendment shall retain their right to
vote, but shall not have the right to hold
office, to receive monetary distributions
or exercise on-reservation treaty rights.
Members who are adopted subsequent to
the enactment of this Amendment shall
have the right to exercise on-reservation
treaty rights, but shall not have the right
to vote, hold office, to receive monetary
distributions or exercise off-reservation
treaty rights.

Section 2.

There is established for the Community
an Enrollment Board with such powers and
duties as are necessary to implement this
Article. Determinations, rulings and deci-
sions of the Enrollment Board shall be
made in accordance with an Enrollment
Ordinance.

Section 3.

Any member enrolled subsequent to the
enactment of this Amendment shall be dis-
enrolled upon a finding that such member
was enrolled based upon fraudulently pre-
sented or erroneous information, or upon a
finding that such member is enrolled in
another federally recognized Indian nation,
tribe, band or group. Disenrollment proceed-
ing shall be conducted in accordance with
the Enrollment Ordinance. Any person who
is a member of the Community on the date
of the enactment of this Amendment shall
not be subject to disenrollment proceedings.

Section 4.

Any member of the Community age eigh-
teen (18) and over may relinquish their
membership or the membership of their

minor children. Persons relinquishing their
membership shall be eligible to reapply for
enrollment five (5) years after the date of
their relinquishment. Any minor whose
membership has been relinquished shall be
eligible to reapply for enrollment at any
time. Relinquishment proceedings shall be
conducted in accordance with the
Enrollment Ordinance.

CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF
ELECTION

Pursuant to an order issued by Larry
Morrin, Midwest Regional Director, on June
7, 2002. This Proposed Amendment “A” was
submitted to the qualified voters of the
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community on
October 8, 2002, and was duly adopted by a
vote of 201 for, and 58 against, and 0 cast
ballots found spoiled or mutilated, in an
election in which at least thirty percent
(30%) of the 379 entitled to vote cast their
ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the
Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934
(48 Stat. 984), as amended, and the Lac
Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa Indians Act, 25 U.S.C. §1300h-7
(Pub. L. 100-420 as amended by Pub. L.
101-301).

Anne E. Bolton

Chairman, Election Board

Doreen Blaker

Member, Election Board

Jennifer Misegan

Member, Election Board

Violet R. Friisvall

Member, Election Board

Gretchen Emery
Member, Election Board

Date: 08 October, 1992

I, Larry Morrin, Regional Director,
Midwest Regional Office, Bureau of Indian
Affairs, by virtue of the authority granted to
the Secretary of the Interior by the Act of
June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended,
and further delegated to me by 3 IAM 4.4,
do hereby approve Amendment “A” now
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designated as “Amendment Number 1,” to
the Constitution and By-laws of the
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community. This
amendment is effective as of this date; PRO-
VIDED, that nothing in this approval shall
be construed as authorizing any action
under this document that would be contrary
to Federal law.

Larry Morrin

Regional Director
Date: October 23, 2002
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